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“There is certainly a precise reason that the name of the first Blessed of Sudan
should be Bakhita - the Lucky One.
To God the praise, honour and the thanksgiving, now and for ever.
Let all the Sudan sing with one voice: AMEN! AMEN! ALLELUIA
AMEN! AMEN! ALLELUIA!

+ Gabriel Zubeir Wako
Archbishop of Khartoum, Sudan.

Gazing at the Rock 19

COMBONI:
PROPHET IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT

u«»wa«»»u«wnaw»»a«»waw»»a«»waw»»a«»»u«»»u«»»a«»»a«»»a«»»aww»««»na«»»a«»&«

3. In telling don Mazza about the birth of his Plan, Comboni
writes: "When I arrived in Rome I wasn’t even dreaming of the
Plan. Providence has guided my mind and my heart" (S,931).

It was the brilliant light of the Spirit of God: a pure gift of
grace, for which his docility to his calling had prepared him. A
charismatic moment and a Christian event, that needs to be con-
stantly remembered and studied:

"Thanks to the light that pours down on him from on High,
Comboni ‘sees’ the sorry state of Nigrizia; and thence as-
cends to the ‘common Father’ who is awaiting the return to
the one fold of the scattered flock of Africans; for love of
them too, the Son has been crucified; and from his pierced
Heart "a divine power" (= the Holy Spirit, in Comboni’s
language) stirs up and sustains the missionary ownos..;u

In Comboni’s whole life the presence and the action of the
Holy Spirit are evident. He often names the Spirit with typical
expressions: divine power, impulse of love, burst of flame, grace
of the Heart of Jesus.14

Comboni sees the action of the Spirit in the Church taking
concrete expression in the person of the Pope, in Propaganda,
the Bishops: those whom he obeys through his faith-vision. And
to obtain the light of the Spirit he enjoys the powerful interces-
sion of the Queen of Nigrizia, "the indescribable dwelling of the
Eternal Divine Spirit" (S,4003).

3.1 A life illuminated by faith

Comboni achieved the most mature moment in his journey of
faith - which had followed the normal stages of any baptised per-
son - through the witness of his missionary life. His faith had
been passed on to him by the community of believers, had been
accepted personally, and then communicated to others.
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